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Da Vinci’s new season gets off to a thrilling start

JOHN DOYLE
TELEVISION

One recent evening, I was in the TV
cranny minding my own business. [ was think-
ing about God, Foy Keane and stuff like that,
when the phone rang.

An angry man was calling to ask me
why Canadian television programs existed
at all. They are, said the man, supported by
taxpaver dollars, they're not very good and
nobody watches them. He pursued his theme
for some minutes. When there was an opening,
following another exclamation that Canadian
TV programs are inferior, [ inferjected with a
few words — “Da Vinci 5 Inquest. ™

This halted his gallop. “That’s the excep-
tion,” he said. “It"s very good, it's world class.”
501 said to him, “Well, there vou go.”

Da Vincis Inguest (CBC, 9@ pm.) 1s back
tonight and this is a doozy of a season for the
series. From the start, it's hushed, intense,
paranoid and all movement. While 1t retains ifs
charactenistic low-key acting and lyricism, this
seasof has a thriller-like intensity that kicks in
right at the beginming. It looks like the intri-
cate system of police and political adnmunistra-
tion 1n Vancouver is going to come apart at the
SEAMs.

It all opens tonight with a nasty, vindictive
cop taking two street hustlers for a nide.

One ends up dead. Then coroner Da Vinci
{Nicholas Campbell) 1s called to the case of
an elderly woman found dead on the street.

Dominic Da Vinci (Nicholas Campbell),
Angela Kosmo (Venus Terzo) and Mick
Leary (Ian Tracey) come across another stiff

Soon, there’s vet another dead body.
This time it’s a young woman who wan-
ders out of a mightclub onto the street and
is hit by a passing car. These three cases
are not easily solved, by the cops or the
coroner, and a web of connections slowly
emerges.

Throw 1n a suicide by a dodgy char-
acter in a lawyer’s office, and 1t looks like
something 1s really malign at the core of
the connections.

Last season, Domunic Da Vinc: was
applying for the job of police chief in Van-
couver. He doesn’t get it and that’s not
giving away a core plot twist. What hap-
pens this season 15 more substantial than
one plot point. There has been speculation
that this 15 the final season for Da Finci's
Inguest as we know 1t.

In fact. the mumour 1s that Domunic
Da Vinct 1s on his way to the job held by
the real person on which the character 1s
based: He’s going to be mavor of Vancou-
ver, and a whole new senies will be spun
off. If that's the case — bring 1t on.

This season propels an already excellent
drama series onto a new level.

Nicholas Campbell continues to do
the best work in Canadian TV. Around
him, lan Tracey (as Mick Leary), Don-
nelly Rhodes (as Leo Shannon) and Ve-
nus Terzo (as Angela Kosmo) are equal-
ly good. This season sees Alisen Down
(outstanding in the CTV TV movie The
Life) with an expanded role as patholo-
gist Mania Donato. There 1s a lovely,
tricky interplay between Donato and Da
WVinci. Of course, Emuly Perkins returns
as Sue. the vulnerable smitch. and there
15 also the excellent Stephen J. Miller
as the too-enthusiastic Detective Zack
McNab.

For ages now, Nicholas Campbell
has been popping up on CBC in his Da
WVinci persona. He reminds viewers that
Da Vinci s Inguest has moved to Tuesday
at 9 p.m., following that hockey-reality
thingamajig, Making the Cut. He's be-
come so ubiquitous with these reminders
that on This Hour Has 22 Minutes, Gavin
Crawford has aeen doing a hilarious 1m-
personation. Me, I hope the reminders
and Crawford’s dead-on spoof have had
the required result.




